Language Trends 2010 Secondary

No.

Thank you very much for taking part in the survey.
The Language Trends survey is run jointly each year by CILT, the National Centre for Languages, the Association for Language Learning
(ALL) and the Independent Schools Modern Languages Association (ISMLA). In this period of rapid change and policy development, it
is vital to have an up to date picture of current issues for languages. Therefore, this year’s survey will also form part of a wider exercise
with Links into Languages to map the sector and identify priorities for development.
The survey will take up to 15 minutes to complete. We really appreciate your time on this.
Please fax, e-mail or post your response by Friday 19 November 2010 to:
Youping Han
CILT, the National Centre for Languages
111 Westminster Bridge Road, London SE1 7HR
Tel: 020 7633 3307 Fax: 0845 612 5995
Email: youping.han@cilt.org.uk

1

Please indicate, in each column below, the languages your school currently teaches in the curriculum at KS3, KS4,
post–16 (if applicable), as well as any languages taught outside curriculum time. Please tick all that apply.
KS3
KS4
post–16
outside
(Year 7–9)
(Year 10–11)		
curriculum time
Arabic
French
German
Italian
Japanese
Mandarin
Russian
Spanish
Urdu
Other – please specify:

Please turn over and continue overleaf

This section relates to KS4 (Year 10 and 11) only.

2

Is the study of a foreign language compulsory or
optional for KS4 (Year 10 and Year 11) pupils in your
school?

3a

Please give the approximate percentage of pupils
currently studying one or more languages in Year 10
and in Year 11 respectively:

Compulsory for all*

Year 11 %

Optional for all

10% or below

Optional for some but not all

11%–24%

*By compulsory we mean that school policy is that
all pupils must take at least one language (although
there may be a small number of exceptions).

Year 10 %

25%–49%
50%–75%
76%–90%
Above 90%

3b

Are any of these pupils studying one or more languages?
Yes

3c

No

Is the second language studied in curriculum time?
Yes

No

Arrangements vary (Please specify your arrangements in the space below.)

4

Please indicate any changes over the last 3 years in pupil take-up at KS4 for each language offered at your school.
Please tick all that apply
New
Increase
No change
Decrease
Discontinued
Arabic
French
German
Italian
Japanese
Mandarin
Russian
Spanish
Urdu
Other – please specify:

5a

Overall, has your school experienced an increase or
decrease in pupil take-up for languages at KS4 over
the last 3 years?
Increase

No change

Decrease

5b

Does your school have post–16/Sixth Form pupils?
Yes go to question 6
No go to question 9

This section relates to post 16/Sixth Form only. Please go to Question 9 if your school do not have post 16/Sixth Form pupils.

6

Please indicate any changes over the last 3 years in pupil take-up at post 16/Sixth Form for each language offered at
your school. Please tick all that apply
New
Increase
No change
Decrease
Discontinued
Arabic
French
German
Italian
Japanese
Mandarin
Russian
Spanish
Urdu
Other – please specify:

7

Overall, has your school experienced an increase or decrease in pupil take-up for languages at post 16/Sixth Form over the
last 3 years?
Increase

8

No change

Decrease

Which of the following measures do you consider most effective in improving the take-up of languages post 16? Please
choose NO MORE THAN three.
More collaboration with neighbouring schools/colleges/universities
Better careers advice
Better qualified and more experienced teaching staff
More relevant qualifications/courses
More time for languages in the curriculum
Opportunities for work placement/exchanges abroad
Opportunities to practice with native speakers of the language
Greater support from Senior Management Team
Other – please specify:

The next group of questions is about any recent measures that your school may have taken in relation to improving take up or
pupil motivation.

9a

Which of the following measures does your school use to increase take up? Please tick all that apply.
Routes into Languages activities
Business-education partnerships, e.g., Business Language Champions
Other externally organised activities
Information, Advice and Guidance within the school
Use of Languages Work materials
Introduction of new languages
New teaching approaches (e.g. greater use of ICT, CLIL, new scheme of work, etc.)
Modifications to the option system
Making languages compulsory for some/all pupils
International links/exchanges/visits
Alternative accreditation to GCSE/ A level (e.g. Asset Languages, FCSE, etc.)
Change of awarding body/specification for GCSE/A level
Greater support from Senior Management Team
None
Other measures (please specify in the box provided below)

9b

If involved, the impact is best
described as

No impact
at all

Routes into Languages
Business-education partnerships,
e.g., Business Language Champions
Other externally organised activities
Information, Advice and Guidance
within the school
Use of Languages Work materials
Introduction of new languages
New teaching approaches
(e.g. greater use of ICT, CLIL,
new scheme of work, etc.)
Modifications to the option system
Making languages compulsory for
some/all pupils
International links/exchanges/visits
Alternative accreditation to
GCSE/ A level (e.g. Asset Languages,
FCSE, etc.)
Change of awarding body/specification
for GCSE/A level
Greater support from
Senior Management Team
Other – please specify:

No impact
Impact
but too
cancelled
soon to say out by other
factors

Improved
attitude

Increased
take-up

This section is about alternative accreditation in modern languages that your school offers apart from GCSE and GCE
examinations.

10

Do you offer any other accreditation for languages apart from GCSE/ A level?

11a

Please indicate the other accreditation for languages
you offer and at which stage. Please tick all that apply.
KS3 KS4 post–16

Yes, go to question 11

No, but we are considering this go to question 12

Asset Languages
CBLC
Entry level certificate
FCSE
IGCSE
Pre-U
International Baccalaureate
NVQ language units
Other – please specify:

11b

11c

No, go to question 13

Please estimate the total proportion (of the whole year
group) following these qualifications
In Year 13

%

In Year 12

%

In Year 11

%

In Year 10

%

In Year 9

%

Please use the space below to give us your views on
this alternative accreditation

12

If you are considering other accreditation, please specify which accreditation and for which key stage(s) in the space below.

13

Please indicate which Diploma(s) your school is involved in and whether it involves a language. Please click all that apply
Yes, it involves a language
No, it doesn’t involve a languag

IT
Engineering
Society, Health and Development
Creative and Media
Construction and the Built Environment
Environmental and Land-based Studies
Manufacturing and Product Design
Hair and Beauty Studies
Business Administration and Finance
Hospitality
Public Services
Sport and Active Leisure
Retail Business
Travel and Tourism

We would like to ask a few more questions that relate to KS3 (Year 7–9) only.

14

Do all (or almost all) pupils study a foreign language in
for the whole of KS3 (Year 7–9)?

17

Yes

One or more languages have been introduced

No

15

16

Have there been any of the following changes to
languages provision at KS3 over the last few years in
your school? Please tick all that apply.
One or more languages have been discontinued

Have you started receiving significant numbers of
pupils in Year 7 who have studied a language at KS2?

Accreditation has been introduced

Yes

Weekly lesson time for KS3 languages has been
reduced

No

KS3 has been shortened to two years
Modifications to the curriculum to cater for Y7
pupils who have been learning a language in KS2

What arrangements do you have to build on their prior
learning? Please tick all that apply.

No, there’s been no change

 ll pupils are able to continue with the same
A
language that they have learned at primary

Other, please specify

All pupils begin a new language in Year 7
Our schemes of work cater for the needs of pupils
with different amounts of prior knowledge
Pupils are tested upon entry and set according to
ability and prior knowledge

Please share any further details below:

No measure has been taken
Other, please specify

This section looks at your CPD needs.

18a Which of these providers of CPD for language teachers
are you aware of?

19

Which of the following types of CPD would you be most
likely to choose, if available? (Tick NO MORE THAN 3)

Association for Language Learning

One day course

CILT

External series of sessions spread over a term/year

Local Authority

External weekend course

Links into Languages

External week long summer school

SSAT

National conference

University

In-school session led by external trainer

Commercial providers

In-school CPD run within the department

Another school

Online course/module – self access

18b Have you or members of your department attended a

course run by one of these providers in the past year?
Association for Language Learning
CILT
Local Authority
Links into Languages
SSAT
University
Commercial providers
Another school
None

Blended learning including both face to face and
online
Accredited course

Further comments

20

Are there any other issues that you wish to raise in relation to the current situation of language teaching in your school
and nationally?

I am happy for the comments to be attributed to me or my school
I would prefer these comments to remain anonymous

CILT is very keen to showcase good practice in Modern Language learning. If you are happy to be contacted by
CILT for further discussion, please give brief details below. Your details will remain anonymous in our report.
Your name:
Your school:
Your position:
Your email:
Your phone number:
Best time to phone you:

Please fax, e-mail or post your response by Friday 19 November 2010 to:
Youping Han, CILT, the National Centre for Languages, 111 Westminster Bridge Road London, SE1 7HR
Tel: 020 7633 3307. Fax: 0845 612 5995
Email: youping.han@cilt.org.uk
THANK YOU for your time in completing this questionnaire. It is much appreciated.

